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of October ii, is not yet brought into the realm of reality. It has not
attained this because between the people and myself, who understand
one another so well, there has been erected the double screen of the
supporters of the old regime and the minions of the Trusts. . . .
A long time will be needed to overcome the resistance of all these
opponents of the new order. But we must from this moment break
down their efforts by decimating their leaders.
If France failed to realize that she is condemned by force of circum-
stances to change her r^gime^ she would see opening at her feet the
abyss into which the Spain of 1936 so nearly plunged to annihilation,
and from which she was rescued only by faith, by youth, by sacrifice.
And yet, in spite of all these difficulties, our country's future is
shaping itself with a precision that becomes surer day by day. . . .
Our most recent reforms are subject to methodical revision the
broad lines of which will emerge more clearly when the legislative
texts have been simplified and codified.
But it is not enough to legislate and to build, it is necessary
to govern. It is both a necessity and the desire of the whole
people. . . .
France can only be governed with the consent of public opinion^ a consent
that is all the more necessary in an authoritarian regime. That public
opinion is to-day divided. France can only be governed if the exact-
ness and fidelity of the transmitting instruments correspond to the
impetus given by the leader. This exactness and this fidelity are still
wanting. Yet France cannot wait.
To the Government around me I shall leave the necessary powers
of initiative. At the same time it is my intention to lay down a very
clear line in certain spheres, and here is what I have decided:
1.  The activities of political parties and all groups of political
origin are suspended. . . .
2.  Salaries of Members of Parliament are abolished. . . .
3.  The first disciplinary measures against officials guilty of false
declarations with regard to secret societies have been
taken. . . .
4.  In the free zone the Legion remains the best instrument of the
National Revolution, but it will only be able usefully to
fulfil its civic task by remaining subordinate to the Govern-
ment in all its grades,
j. I will double the means of action at the disposal of the police. , . .
6.  A body of commissaires du pouvoir is created.    Their duty will
be to discover and overcome all obstacles to the work of
national recovery that may be due to administrative routine
or to the action of secret societies.
7,  The Charter of Labour . . . will be promulgated without
delay.